LECTURE  III
CRYSTALLISATION  OF  EUTECTICS
AND  EUTECTOIDS
I. INTRODUCTION
THE constancy of the temperature of fusion is
considered in chemistry as one of the most
important properties of a definite chemical
compound. This property is shared by chemical
compounds with pure substances and pro-
vides a suitable demarcation line between a
" chemical " compound and a " mechanical "
aggregate.
There is, however, one notable exception, and
that is the case of the so-called " Eutectic "
mixtures, or in metals, of " Eutectic Alloys."
A eutectic mixture, or " eutectic/' is the
portion of the mother liquor (or of the alloy)
to solidify last; its structure is that of minute
particles of the components. It is therefore
an " aggregate/' Nevertheless, its freezing or
melting temperature is constant and one and the
same. The constancy of the freezing tempera-
ture and the minuteness of structure for a long